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March 27, 2019

TESTIMONY OF KEONE KEALOHA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, KANU HAWAII
IN SUPPORT OF SCR47 & SR33, RECOGNIZING VOLUNTEER WEEK IN HAWAII

Senate Committee on Labor, Culture and the Arts, Thursday, March 28, 2019, 2:45 p.m. Conference Room 224

Dear Chair Taniguchi, Vice-Chair Ihara and Committee Members :
| am providing testimony in SUPPORT of SCR47 & SR33 RECOGNIZING VOLUNTEER WEEK IN HAWAII.

This resolution seeks to recognize Volunteer Week in the Sate of Hawaii for the years 2020 and 2021. The
dates mirror the dates of National Volunteer Week for those same years. Although National Volunteer Week
has been celebrated every year since 1974 by Presidential Proclamation, Hawaii only officially recognized the
week beginning in 2018 when the legislature passed HCR153_SD1.

Through the support of that resolution in 2018, the community held over 60 events across 5 islands. Now, in its
second year, Volunteer Week in Hawaii 2019 is being celebrated by over 85 organizations hosting over 100
events across 7 islands.

2018 was also a year of natural disasters across Hawaii. Proactively engaging community to volunteer during
blue sky times will inevitably result in strength of response during gray skies. And as the data has shown us,
the number one determining factor of a community’s ability to respond and recover from a natural disaster is
the health of its social links and strength of our relationships.

With the passage of SCR47 & SR33 and continued recognition of Volunteer Week in Hawaii, we hope to to in-
crease the level of volunteer engagement and capacity building for Hawaii’s population, including its non-profits

and community organizations, in the years to come.

Mahalo for your time and consideration,

Keone Kealoha
Executive Director, Kanu Hawaii



SCR-47

Submitted on: 3/27/2019 2:06:47 PM
Testimony for LCA on 3/28/2019 2:45:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Test.nfler Present at
Position Hearing
Anne Weber Testifying for Impact Support No

Hub HNL

Comments:




March 28, 2019

LATE

OFFICERS
Chair

Jeff Moken Aloha Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Ihara and members of the Committee:

Signature Flight Support -
Hawaii

Vice Chair
Christina Hause

Kaiser Pormanente It is our honor and privilege to submit testimony in support of SCR47 & SR33, which
Secretary recognizes volunteer week in the State of Hawaii.

James Starshak
Carlsmith Ball LLP

Treasurer This resolution seeks to recognize Volunteer Week in the State of Hawaii in 2020 and
First Hawaiian Bank 2012. It will help non-profit organizations such Hawaii Foodbank, who rely heavily on
President & CEO volunteers to support their work, continue to increase community involvement and
Howail Foodbank Inc. engagement across the state.

Scott Gamble Our volunteers make what we do at Hawaii Foodbank possible. Last year, our

LH Gamble Company

volunteer force donated 24,730 hours of service by assisting in our warehouse, in the
T e o ates, Inc. community, and with special projects and events. They helped with programs such as
Denise Hayashi Yamaguchi Food 4 Keiki Back Pack Program, School Pantry Program, Senior Food Box
Hawail Wine & Food Festival (Commodity Supplemental Food) Program and events such as our Annual Food Drive

Matson e Day, Great Chefs Fight Hunger, Hunger Walk and more.

David Herndon

st Volunteerism connects people with their community and gives a sense of ‘ohana and
King s Coster purpose. It provides an opportunity to give back. The small impact from one volunteer
Jenniter Lam can lead to bigger changes in the community and the rest of the world.

Bank of Hawaii

P Our volunteers help us bring attention to the plight of those who are hungry in Hawaii.
Michael Miller They are an inspiration to us and without them, we wouldn’t be able to fulfill our

Tiki’s Grill & Bar Waikiki H H
mission.
Greg Sato

Kobayashi Sugita & Goda

Darin Shigeta
American Savings Bank With much respect and aloha,
Larry “Keola” Siafuafu

Hawaiian Electric Company

e .
Toby Tamaye AN < L M
AT Marketing LLC. o (3,/ Bl

Mark Tonini

Hawaii Foodservice Alliance LLC Ron Mlzutanl Marle”e Tel’bIO

e P of View Hawaii Foodbank Hawaii Foodbank

James Wataru President and Chief Executive Officer Director of Community Engagement &
United Public Workers Union,

AFSCME Local 646 Advocacy

Jason Wong

HFM Foodservice

Lauren Zirbel
Hawaii Food Industry Association

EMERITUS ADVISORY BOARD
Cindy Bauer
Surfing the Nations

Jade Moon
Community Volunteer

Ali Nikkhoo
Community Volunteer

Sheri Rolf
Rolf Advertising

Daryl Sato
Community Volunteer

EXECUTIVE PARTNERS BOARD
Rick Blangiardi
Hawaii News Now

Chuck Cotton
iHeartMedia, Inc.

Dennis Francis
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 0

MEMBERIGR & United |/
D.K Kodama Y
D.K Restaurants F E E D I N G& é

AM E R I CA Aloha United Way

2611 Kilihau Street, Honolulu, HI 96819 @ Phone: (808) 836-3600 ® Fax: (808) 836-2272 ® Email: info@hawaiifoodbank.org ® Web site: www.hawaiifoodbank.org
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Volunteering in the community is an effective way to not only build community pride, but
also gain positive health benefits. Volunteer Week is an amazing way to demonstrate
what focused efforts can do to in a community and leverages resources efficiently. | am
writing to express my full support of SCR47 and SR33. Mahalo!
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